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GORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1896. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  tenth 
annual  report  for  the  year  1896.  The  Urban  District  of 
Gorton  embraces  1133  acres  (about  one  and  three-quarters 
square  miles).  The  census  of  1891  gave  a population  of 
15,215,  and  estimated  to  be  22,000  at  the  middle  of  June, 
1896.  Of  the  96  urban  sanitary  districts  of  Lancashire 
the  average  density  is  under  4 persons  per  acre.  For 
Gorton  the  average  density  is  19  persons  per  acre,  many 
of  the  streets  being  at  the  rate  of  250  to  300  persons  per 
acre. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  33  6,  which  is  lower  than 
for  several  years  past.  1895  it  was  36-6  ; 1894,  34'°  5 1893, 
34*5  ; 1892,  35*0  ; 1891,  35m. 

There  were  registered  739  births  (377  males  and  362 
females),  of  these  17  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 
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The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  301  ; 1895,  280 ; 
I$94>  309 ; 1893,235;  1892,225;  1891,200. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  county  for  1895  was  29*82  ; 
England  and  Wales,  30*3  ; Gorton,  36*6. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  438,  which  include  27 
in  Wellington  Workhouse  of  persons  belonging  to  this 
district.  232  were  male  and  206  females.  The  death  rate 
for  1896  was  19*9,  the  average  of  ten  years  being  20*0. 
The  death  rate  for  the  county  for  1895  was  19*1  (Urban 
District  19*6,  Rural  16*5)  ; England  and  Wales  18*7  (Urban 
19*5,  Rural  17*0)  ; Gorton  21*5  for  the  same  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  the  notified 
infectious  diseases  was  22  : — Scarlet  Fever,  7 ; Diphtheria, 
8 ; Croup,  2 ; Typhoid,  3 ; Puerperal  Fever,  2 ; the  death 
rate  from  these  diseases  for  1896  being  i*o  per  1,000  of 
population.  From  other  infectious  diseases  not  notifiable 
there  wre  48  deaths  (Measles  30,  Whooping  Cough  18), 
giving  a total  death  rate  from  infectious  diseases  of  3*1. 
The  following  are  the  number  of  deaths  from  these 
diseases: — 1896,70;  1895,23;  1894,30;  1893,29;  1892, 
51;  1891,35;  1890,32;  1889,50;  1888,32. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  was  20,  which  is 
considerably  less  than  the  previous  year  (51).  The  death 
rate  from  this  disease  was  0*9,  which,  added  to  the  death 
rate  from  infectious  diseases,  gives  a total  zymotic  death- 
rate  of  4*0. 

The  diseases  included  in  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  are  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhaea. 
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The  deaths  number  88  from  these  diseases,  80  of  them 
being  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  death-rates  for  several  years  past  from  these 
diseases  are  : — 1896,  4/0  ; 1895,3-9;  1894,1-7;  1893,3-4; 

1892,  3-8;  1891,  2-9;  1890,  3-4;  1889,  4-7;  1888,  2.9. 
Average  for  nine  years,  3-4.  For  the  county  the  death- 
rate  from  these  seven  zymotic  diseases  for  1895  was  2-4  ; 
for  England  and  Wales,  2*1  ; 33  large  English  towns,  2*8  ; 
Gorton,  3-9. 

The  infantile  mortality  equalled  J98  infants  dying 
under  twelve  months  of  age,  out  of  each  1,000  born  during 
1896.  The  mortality  for  1895  was  212  1 1894,  124  ; 1893, 
187  ; 1892,  167;  1891,  166.  Average  for  six  years,  175. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  1895  for  the  county  was 
1 71  ; England  and  Wales,  161  ; average  of  33  large  English 
towns,  182.  Gorton,  212  for  the  same  year.  The  average 
of  the  county  for  six  years  was  152  ; Gorton,  175. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  for  1896 
was  242. 

Of  the  total  deaths  during  1896  55  per  cent,  were  of 
children  under  5 years  of  age  ; 1895,  51  Per  cent  1 1894,  42  ; 

1893,  48  ; 1892,  46  ; 1891,  41  ; 1890,  43  ; 1889,  55  J 1888,  45. 
The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  which  death 

occurred  : — 

1896  1895  1894  1893  1892  1891  1890  1889  1888 


Under  1 year 

147  .. 

144 

..  74  .. 

107  . 

. 94  .. 

90  .. 

86  .. 

95  .. 

64 

Between  1 and  5 . . 

95  .. 

61 

..  48  .. 

56  . 

. 61  .. 

52  .. 

48  .. 

68  .. 

48 

Between  5 and  15. . 

18  .. 

19 

..  11  .. 

16  . 

. 17  .. 

14  .. 

15  .. 

20  .. 

15 

Between  15  and  25.. 

17  .. 

15 

. . 16  . . 

16  . 

. 11  .. 

15  .. 

16  .. 

9 .. 

11 

Between  25  and  65.. 

118  .. 

98 

. . 78  . . 

80  . 

. 96  . . 

96  .. 

72  .. 

62  .. 

60 

Over  65  

43  .. 

61 

. . 60  . . 

61  . 

. 57  .. 

75  .. 

69  .. 

41  .. 

47 

Total 

438 

3S8 

287 

336 

336 

342 

306 

293 

245 
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In  Withington  Workhouse  there  were  registered  27 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district;  1895,  17  '■> 
1894,  12  J 1893,  J3  i 1892,  25  ; 1891,  42. 

Of  the  27  deaths  11  were  males  and  16  females.  Two 
deaths  were  tinder  5 and  25  over  5. 

Inquests  were  held  on  11  cases  during  1896  and  20  the 
year  before. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  notified  to  the  Dis- 
trict Council  are  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Croup. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  1896  was  154, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  7*0  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
compared  with  1895,  8*5  ; 1894,  9*6;  1893,  6*i  ; 1892,  6*i  ; 
1891,  4*8  ; 1890,  7-3. 

Of  the  cases  notified  59  were  under  5 years  of  age  and 

95  over  5- 

There  were  74  cases  reported  from  January  to  June 
and  80  from  July  to  December. 

The  cases  reported  were  Scarlet  Fever,  78;  Diph- 
theria, 35  ; Membranous  Croup,  1 ; Typhoid,  25  ; Puer- 
peral Fever,  3 ; Erysipelas,  12. 

ST.  JAMES’S  WARD  has  an  estimated  population 
of  9,650. 

TOWN  HALL  WARD  has  an  estimated  popula- 
tion of  8,350. 
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ABBEY  HEY  WARD  has  an  estimated  population 
of  4,000. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  ST.  JAMES’S  WARD 
was  195  (104  males  and  91  females),  in  of  them  being 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  84  over  five.  The  death-rate 
for  the  Ward  was  20^2  ; 1895,  20*3  ; 1894,  15-5  ; 1893,  14*5  ; 
1892,  i6-4  ; 1891,  14*6  ; the  average  of  twelve  years  being 
18*8. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  notified  infectious  diseases 
was  9 (Scarlet  Fever  2,  Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid  1,  Puerperal 
Fever  1);  the  death-rate  from  these  being  i*o.  From 
other  infectious  diseases  there  were  20  deaths  (Measles  13, 
Whooping  Cough  7),  and  from  Diarrhoea  n. 

The  total  zymotic  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases  in  St.  James’s  Wrard  for  1896  was  4*1  ; 
1895,  3*6;  1894,  1*5;  1893,  1 *6  ; the  average  of  six  years 
being  2-5. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported 
during  1896  in  St.  James’s  Ward  was  72,  equal  to  7*4  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  the  Ward;  1895,  10-9;  1894, 
io*o  ; 1893,  5'°  i i892,  4*°  1 i89L  3*5* 

The  cases  notified  were  : Scarlet  Fever,  32  ; Diphtheria, 
21  ; Croup,  1 ; Typhoid,  6 ; Puerperal  Fever,  2 ; Erysipelas, 
10. 


IN  TOWN  HALL  WARD  the  deaths  numbered 
164  (88  males  and  76  females),  103  being  under  5 and  61 
over  5.  The  death-rate  for  the  Ward  for  1896  was  19*6  ; 
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1895,207;  1894,15*8;  1893,  277  : 1892,237;  1891,26-4, 
the  average  of  12  years  being  21*5. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  notified  infectious 
diseases  was  9 (Scarlet  Fever  5,  Diphtheria  2,  Croup  1, 
Puerperal  Fever  1),  the  death-rate  from  these  being  17  per 
1,000  of  population  ; from  other  infectious  diseases  there 
were  24  deaths  (Measles  14  and  Whooping  Cough  10),  and 
from  Diarrhoea  7. 

The  total  zymotic  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases  for  1896  in  Town  Hall  Ward  being  4-7  ; 
I895,  3*8  ; 1894,  1 '9  ; 1 ^93 , 6-2;  the  average  of  6 years 
being  2*8. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  in 
Town  Hall  Ward  during  the  year  was  63,  equal  to  7-5  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  the  Ward;  1895,  5*4  5 1894, 
io-o ; 1893,8-0;  1892,5-5;  1891,7-4. 

The  cases  notified  were  Scarlet  Fever  37,  Diphtheria  9, 
Typhoid  16,  Puerperal  Fever  1. 

ABBEY  HEY  WARD,  formed  out  of  St.  James’s 
Ward,  started  its  existence  the  beginning  of  the  second 
quarter  of  1896.  The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  nine 
months  was  52  (29  males  and  23  females),  26  being  under 
5 and  26  over  5 years  of  age. 

The  death-rate  for  the  Ward  was  17-5  per  1,000  per 
annum. 

1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  notified  infectious  dis- 
eases was  3 (Diphtheria  1,  Croup  1,  Typhoid  1),  the 
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death-rate  from  these  diseases  being  i-o  per  1,000  per 
annum  ; from  other  infectious  diseases  there  were  4 deaths 
(Measles  3,  Whooping  Cough  1)  and  2 from  Diarrhoea. 

The  total  zymotic  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases  was  3*0. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  in 
Abbey  Hey  Ward  was  19,  equal  to  6-  per  1,000  of  popu- 
lation per  annum. 

The  cases  notified  were  : — Scarlet  Fever,  9 ; Diph- 
theria, 5 ; Typhoid,  3 ; Erysipelas,  2. 

ST.  JAMES’S  WARD. 

1896.  1895.  1894.  1893.  1892.  1891.  1890.  1889. 

Total  Deaths  ..  195...  213...  153...  146...  160...  138...  177...  142 

Death  Rate 20’2  ...  20'3  ...  15  5 ...  14‘5  ...  16-4  ...  14d>  ..  211  ...  18'6 

Death-rate  from 
seven  principal 

zymotic  diseases  41  ...  3‘6  ...  1*5  ...  16  ...  3'3  ...  13  ...  — ...  — - 

TOWN  HALL  WARD. 

Total  Deaths  ...  164  ...  167  ...  122  ...  177  ...  149  ...  161  ...  126  ...  152 

Death  Rate 19  6 ...  207  ...  15'8  ...  27  4 ...  237  ...  26  4 ...  197  ...  22  6 

Death-rate  from 
seven  principal 

zymotic  diseases  47  ...  3 8 ...  1#9  ...  67  ...  4 6 ...  4’6  ...  — ...  — 

SMALL  POX — No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred 
during  1896;  there  were  3 reported  for  1895  ; 10  for  1894  5 
3 for  1893  ; and  1 in  1888 — total,  17  cases  in  9 years. 
During  1895  there  were  reported  100  cases  and  19  deaths 
from  this  disease  in  the  county. 

MEASLES  caused  30  deaths — 28  under  5 years  of 
age,  and  2 over  5 ; 23  of  the  cases  occurred  in  April,  May, 
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and  June.  In  St.  James’s  Ward  there  were  13  deaths,  14 
in  Town  Hall  Ward,  and  3 in  Abbey  Hey  Ward.  In  1895 
there  were  6 deaths  ; 1894,  8 ; 1893,  5 ; 1892,  27  ; 1891,  1 ; 
1890,  7 ; 1889,  20,  In  1895,  f°r  the  County  there  were  900 
deaths  from  this  disease.  As  Measles  is  not  one  of  the 
notifiable  diseases,  no  means  are  at  hand  to  ascertain  how 
many  cases  occurred  of  this  disease. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Seven  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year,  2 in  St.  James’s  Ward  and  5 in  Town  Hall  Ward. 
The  per  centage  of  deaths  to  cases  notified  for  1896  was 
9-0  ; 1895,  4*3  ; 1894,  3-3  ; 1893,  12-5  for  each  100  cases 
notified.  In  1895  there  were  8,608  cases  notified  in  the 
County  with  421  deaths,  the  per  centage  of  deaths  to  cases 
notified  being  1895,  4-8  ; 1 894,  6*3  ; 1893,  7*5-  The  num- 
ber of  cases  notified  was  78  (40  under  5 and  38  over  5 
years  of  age)  ; 44  occurred  from  January  to  June  and  34 
from  July  to  December.  In  St.  James’s  Ward  there  were 
32  cases,  Town  Hall  Ward  37,  and  Abbey  Hey  Ward  9. 
Out  of  each  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  township  there 
suffered  from  this  disease  the  following  numbers: — 1896, 
3*5  ; i895>  4‘3;  1894,5*1;  1893,2*4;  1892,1*2;  1891,2*5; 
1890,  4*o. 

DIPH  THE RI A — 35  cases  were  notified,  and  8 deaths 
occurred  from  this  disease.  17  of  the  cases  were  notified 
from  January  to  June,  and  18  from  July  to  December. 
13  were  under  5 years  of  age  and  22  over  5.  All  the  deaths 
were  in  children  under  5 years  of  age.  In  St.  James’s 
Ward  21  cases  were  reported,  and  5 deaths.  In  Town 
Hall  Ward  9 cases  and  2 deaths.  In  Abbey  Hey  Ward  5 
cases  and  1 death.  The  number  of  cases  notified  for  each 


1,000  of  the  population  for  the  township  for  several  years 
past  are  the  following:  1896,  i*6  ; 1895,  i*o  ; 1894,  T'7  *> 
1893,  0-5;  1892,  i*o ; 1891,  0*3;  1890,  i*o.  The  death 
rate  from  this  disease  for  1896  was  0*36  per  1,000  of  popu- 
lation. For  England  and  Wales,  1895,  °*25*  Average  of 
33  large  English  towns,  0*35.  Gorton,  i*o  for  the  same 
year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  as  Diphtheria  during 
1896  much  exceeds  previous  years.  Many  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  houses  where  Scarlet  Fever  had  been  notified 
but  a few  weeks  previously,  several  of  the  cases  being 
adults.  It  is  more  than  possible  that  some  of  them  were 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  Sore  Throat. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  caused  18  deaths,  17  of 
them  being  under  five  years  of  age.  Eleven  of  the  deaths 
occurred  during  July  and  August.  Seven  of  the  deaths 
were  in  St.  James’s  Ward  ; ten  in  Town  Hall  Ward  ; and 
one  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward.  The  number  of  deaths  exceeds 
that  for  the  past  eight  years.  1896,  18  ; 1895,  3 ; 1894,  8 ; 
1893,  6 ; 1892,  10  ; 1891,  17  ; 1890,  7 ; 1889,  1 1 ; 1888,  16. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — There  were  three  deaths 
from  this  disease  during  1896 — one  in  St.  James’s  Ward  ; 
one  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward  ; and  one  in  the  Workhouse. 
The  deaths  for  previous  years  have  been  : 1896,  3 ; 1895, 
6;  1894,5;  1893,5;  1892,6;  1891,6;  1890,4;  1889,1; 
1888,  1.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1896  was  25, 
as  compared  with  1895,  53  1 i894>  24  I 1893,  35  1 1892,  21  ; 
1891,  23  ; 1890,  20  ; 1889,  21.  Corresponding  to  the 
following  rates  for  each  1,000  of  the  population  : 1896,  1.1  ; 

1895,  2’7 ; i894>  1*3  ; i893>  2>I  ; i892>  1*3  ; i89T  i*5  ; i89°> 
1*3  ; 1889,  1*4;  the  average  of  eight  years  being  i*6. 
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DIARRHCEA  was  the  cause  of  20  deaths,  all  under 
the  age  of  5 years.  In  St.  James’s  Ward  there  were  n 
deaths  ; Town  Hall  Ward,  7 ; Abbey  Hey  Ward,  2.  The 
disease  was  epidemic  during  July,  August,  September,  and 
October,  The  number  of  deaths  is  much  lower  than  for 
the  previous  year.  1896,  20  ; 1895,  5r  I 1894,  1 ; 1893, 

33;  1892.14;  1891,14;  1890,23;  1889,22;  1888,12. 

CONSUMPTION — There  were  28  deaths — -12  in  St. 
James’s  Ward,  8 in  Town  Hall  Ward,  4 in  Abbey  Hey 
Ward,  and  4 in  the  Workhouse  of  persons  belonging  to 
this  district.  The  following  is  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  for  1896,28;  1895,27;  1894,23;  1893,21; 
1892,  35;  1891,  20;  1890,  21.  The  death  rate  from  this 
disease  is  1*3  per  1,000  of  population  ; 1895,1*3;  [894,1*3. 
The  death  rate  for  the  County  for  1895  from  this  disease 
was  also  1*3. 

CHEST  DISEASES  (Bronchitis  and  Inflammation 
of  the  Lungs)  caused  107  deaths,  46  being  in  St.  James’s 
Ward,  43  in  Town  Hall  Ward,  12  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward, 
and  6 in  Withington  Workhouse;  48  were  under  5 years 
of  age,  and  59  over  5.  These  diseases  caused  one-fourth  of 
the  total  number  of  deaths,  and  equalled  a death  rate  of 
4*8  per  1,000  of  the  population  ; 1895,  4*5.  The  rate  for 
the  County  for  1895  was  3*9  (Urban  4*0,  Rural  3*0). 

INFLUENZA  was  prevalent  during  the  spring,  and 
3 deaths  were  registered  from  it,  one  each  in  April,  May, 
and  June. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

The  following  are  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
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infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  the  town- 
ship during  the  past  9 years  : — Small  Pox,  o ; Scarlet 
Fever,  43;  Diphtheria,  42;  Croup,  22;  Typhoid,  37; 
Puerperal  Fever,  9 ; Erysipelas,  3 ; Measles,  104  : 
Whooping  Cough,  96.  The  first  seven  are  the  notifiable 
diseases,  the  total  deaths  from  them  in  nine  years  being 
156.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  notifiable, 
but  the  total  deaths  from  them  during  the  same  time  was 
200.  Twenty-four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  re- 
moved to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital.  The  cases  were — 
Scarlet  Fever,  10;  Typhoid  Fever,  10;  Diphtheria,  4.  In 
1895  there  were  removed  39  cases;  1894,  32;  1893,  12; 
1892,  8 ; 1891,  12.  The  average  cost  for  each  patient  was 
£g  13s.  6d.  The  Hospital  charges  are — 1896,  ^232  5s.  od.; 
189 5,  ^214  is.  gd.  ; 1894,  £ 221  os-  9d*  5 1 893,  £59  IOS-  9db 
1892,  £\o  ios.  od.  ; 1891,  £ss  3s-  od- 

DISINFECTION  is  carried  out  after  each  case  of 
the  notifiable  diseases  ; and  arrangements  are  in  force  with 
Manchester  Sanitary  Department  for  the  disinfection  of 
bedding,  clothing,  &c. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  in  the  district 
has  been  carried  on  continuously  throughout  the  year,  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  showing  a 
large  amount  of  work  accomplished.  In  six  years  there 
have  been  erected  about  12  hundred  new  dwelling-houses 
in  the  district,  nearly  the  whole  of  them  on  the  privy 
midden  system.  As  the  township  gets  more  densely  popu- 
lated so  will  the  death  rates  from  zymotic  diseases,  and  the 
respiratory  organs  increase  with  the  increased  foulness  of 
the  atmosphere,  greatly  due  to  the  midden  system  of 


*4 

closets  in  use  in  the  district.  In  last  year’s  report  special 
attention  was  drawn  to  this  matter,  and  to  the  advantages 
of  the  waste  water  closet  over  the  privy  middens. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  h ave  been  kept  under 
strict  supervision — only  3 being  in  the  district. 

BAKEHOUSES  are  inspected  regarding  their  sani- 
tary condition.  In  one  case  a summons  was  taken  out  for 
removal  of  closet  from  close  proximity  to  the  Bakehouse. 

DAIRIES,  COW  SHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS 

are  being  constantly  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

THE  MILLS  AND  FACTORIES  in  the  district 
have  been  inspected  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act  respecting  provision  in  case  of  fire  and  sanitary 
accommodation.  In  the  case  of  one  large  mill  the  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  inadequate,  and  notice  served 
for  better  provision  for  escape. 

SCHOOL  CLOSURE — Measles  becoming  greatly 
epidemic  in  March  of  1896,  the  Infant  Department  of  St. 
Francis’  School  was  closed  for  some  weeks. 

During  March  Scarlet  Fever  was  epidemic  ; also 
Chicken  Pox  and  Influenza. 

One  house  in  Abbey  Hey  was  closed  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Three  owners  were  summoned  before  the  Magistrates 
for  neglecting  to  carry  out  certain  sanitary  alterations. 

Appended  are  tables  referring  to  Birth,  Death,  and 
Zymotic  Rates,  Infantile  Mortality,  and  Infectious  Dis- 
eases : — 
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Table  of  principal  causes  of  Death,  Death  Rates,  Birth 
Rates,  Zymotic  Death  Rates,  and  Infantile  Mortality. 


1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

1892| 

1891 

1890 

1 

1889 

1888 

1887 

1886 

1885 

Estimated 

Population. 

22000 

18500 

17527 

16500 

16000 

15500 

14750 

14350 

13840 

Small  Pox  

... 

• • • 

... 

Measles  

30 

6 

8 

5 

27 

1 

7 

20 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

7 

3 

3 

5 

1 

6 

6 

9 

3 

Diphtheria 

8 

1 

4 

3 

5 

1 

4 

6 

8 

Croup  

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

O 

Whoop’g  Cough 

18 

3 

8 

6 

10 

17 

7 

11 

16 

Typhoid  Fever.. 

3 

6 

5 

5 

6 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  

20 

51 

1 

33 

14 

14 

23 

22 

12 

Rheum  aticFever 

2 

• . • 

• • . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Erysipelas  

. • . 

1 

• . • 

• . . 

1 

... 

1 

. . . 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

. . . 

3 

1 

1 

... 

. • . 

2 

Consumption  ... 

28 

27 

23 

21 

35 

20 

22 

17 

17 

Bronchitis  and 
Inflamationof 

the  I mugs  ... 

107 

84 

68 

69 

59 

97 

91 

63 

54 

• • • 

• • • 

Heart  Disease... 

20 

21 

15 

16 

29 

13 

19 

5 

16 

• • • 

Injuries  

6 

13 

4 

7 

7 

3 

5 

4 

6 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Influenza 

o 

O 

6 

6 

10 

9 

19 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

Other  Diseases.. 

182 

173 

140 

151 

130 

141 

111 

133 

108 

• • • 

• • • 

Total  Deaths  ... 

438 

398 

287 

336 

336 

342 

306 

295 

245 

262 

269 

302 

Deaths  under  5. 

242 

205 

122 

163 

155 

142 

134 

163 

112 

Deaths  over  5... 

196 

193 

165 

173 

181 

200 

172 

132 

133 

• • • 

Death  Rate 

19-9 

21-5 

16  3 

20-3 

21  0 

22-0 

20-5 

205 

17-7 

19-2 

22  0 

24  2 

Death  Rate  from 
seven  principal 
Zymotic  Dis- 

eases  

4-0 

3-9 

1-7 

3-4 

3'8 

2-9 

34 

4-7 

2-9 

Infantile  Mor- 

tality  

198 

212 

124 

187 

167 

166 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

Births 

739 

678 

596 

570 

561 

542 

• • • 

• • • 

Birth  Rate 

33  6 

36*6 

34-0 

34-5 

35  0 [35*0 
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• • * 
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As  disease  and  poverty  are  linked  together,  some 
statistics  are  given  here  relating  to  the  pauperism  of  the 
Township  and  of  the  Chorlton  Union.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  figures  can  be  given  for  a complete  year  for  this 
Township,  it  being  previously  included  in  West  Gorton. 
The  year  is  12  months  ending  March,  1896.  The  Pauper 
Rate  for  this  Township  is  36’5  per  1,000  of  population.  125 
persons  over  60  years  of  age  received  out-relief.  305 

t 

children  were  in  receipt  of  out-relief,  and  55  indoor  relief, 
one-half  of  all  the  children  being  fatherless  or  orphans. 

Out  of  a total  of  2,205  in  the  Workhouse  (March,  1896) 
967  were  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age  (553  males  and 
414  females).  Of  this  number  300  were  in  the  Hospital 
(males  128,  females  172),  and  667  in  the  House  (males  425, 
females  243). 

During  12  months  1,071  persons  over  60  applied  for 
admission  to  the  Workhouse — 631  males  (sick  308,  healthy 
323)  and  440  females  (293  sick,  147  healthy).  1,365  over 
60  had  out-relief  (males  320,  females  1,045). 

The  total  number  receiving  relief  over  60  being  2,436 
(males  951,  females  1,485). 

The  total  number  at  all  ages  receiving  relief  was  1 1,429, 
to  which  must  be  added  663  Lunatics  in  the  County 
Asylums. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  tramps,  of  which 
21,551  passed  through  the  Casual  Wards  during  the  year. 

The  Pauper  Rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Union  stands  at 
36  per  1,000,  on  an  estimated  population  of  330,000, 
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Six  Townships  out  of  the  13  comprising  the  Union  have 
a population  of  250,000,  the  average  Pauper  Rate  of  these 
being  40  per  1,000.  These  six  Townships  are  Ardwick, 
Openshaw,  Chorlton-on-Medlock,  Hulme,  West  Gorton, 
and  Gorton.  The  remaining  seven  Townships  have 
80,000  population,  witli  an  average  Pauper  Rate  of  10  per 
1,000. 

The  total  cost  of  the  administration  of  the  Poor-Law 
in  the  Union  for  the  12  months  was  £"85,952  (exceeding 
£1,600  per  week).  Of  this  £"17,886  was  repaid  by  Govern- 
ment towards  the  cost  of  Lunatics  and  Establishment 
Charges,  and  ,£"3,870  by  relatives  of  Paupers. 

The  remainder  was  raised  by  a rate  of  One  Shilling  in 
the  Pound,  on  an  assessment  of  £"1,300,000  for  the  Union. 

On  a Rental  of  about  Six  Shillings  per  week,  this  means 
Threepence  per  week  per  family. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Assistant  Clerk,  Mr.  Woodhouse, 
and  to  Mr.  Howell,  Master  of  Withington  Workhouse, 
for  these  Statistics. 


A.  W.  MARTIN,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  GORTON. 


Statistics  of  Pauperism  in  the  Chorlton  Union. 


TOWNSHIPS. 

Rateable 

Value. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number  Relieved 

in  the 

Workhouse. 

Number 

Receiving  Out- 

door Relief. 

Total  Number 

In  and  Out- 

Relief. 

Rate  of  Pauperism 

per  1,000 

of  Population. 

Ardwiek 

£ 

140,316 

37,000 

348 

585 

933 

25 

Openshaw 

99,284 

29,000 

242 

573 

815 

28 

West  Gorton 

76,299 

27,000 

348 

980 

1328 

49 

Rusliolme  

84,242 

15,000 

93 

114 

207 

14 

Chorlton-on-Medlock  

269,716 

61,000 

1405 

1614 

3019 

51 

Hulme  

247,586 

71,500 

1364 

2440 

3804 

53 

Burnage 

7,493 

2,000 

9 

23 

32 

16 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy  

38,702 

8,000 

10 

22 

32 

4 

Didsbury  

58,698 

9,000 

44 

26 

70 

8 

GORTON 

52,860 

20,500 

205 

603 

808 

36 

Levenshulme 

32,132 

8,000 

28 

62 

90 

11 

Moss  Side  

112,162 

26,000 

59 

42 

101 

4 

Withington  

85,865 

16,000 

101 

89 

190 

12 

Total  

1,305,355 

330,000 

4,256 

7,173 

11,429 

29 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN 
OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GORTON. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my 
Tenth  Annual  Report  ending  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1896,  which  shows  the  cost  of  the  Department  and  the 
work  that  has  been  done  during  the  year. 


The  cost  of  the  Department  amounts  to  ^"1,294  7s.  8d., 
which  has  been  expended  as  follows  : — 


1 

£ 

896. 

s. 

d. 

1 

£ 

895- 

s. 

d. 

1894. 
£ s. 

d. 

W ages 

695 

4 

9... 

644  17 

3... 

628 

10 

1 

Horse  Keep  & Pur- 
chase of  Horse  ... 

I48 

1 

0... 

84 

1 1 

4.  • • 

80 

2 

6 

Hired  Horses 

56 

1 

0... 

27 

16 

0... 

0 

0 

0 

Wheelwright,  Shoe- 
ing, & Ironmongery 

56 

4 

0... 

41 

J3 

1 ... 

2 7 

15 

0 

Disinfectants  

50 

13 

10... 

39 

17 

8... 

52 

8 

4 

Hospital  Charges  ... 

232 

5 

0... 

214 

1 

9... 

221 

0 

9 

Doctor’s  Fees  for 
Reporting  Infec- 
tious Diseases 

19 

10 

0. . . 

20 

7 

6... 

21 

19 

0 

Saddierv  Work 

* 

16 

10 

5 — 

0 

0 

0... 

0 

0 

0 

Oil,  &c 

J9 

17 

8... 

J3 

18 

0... 

0 

0 

0 

Disinfecting  Appar- 
atus   

0 

0 

0. .. 

15 

15 

0... 

0 

0 

0 

^1294  7 8^1101  17  7^1031  15  8 
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The  increase  of  the  cost  in  the  Department  over  last 
year  is  in  Wages,  Horse,  Hire,  and  the  Purchase  of  a new 
Horse  and  Cart. 

During  the  year  13,176  Ashpits  have  been  emptied,  as 
against  9,626  in  1895,  8,323  in  1894,  and  7> 9^7  I^93  ; 

and  5,190  loads  of  Nightsoil  have  been  removed,  as  against 
4,206  in  1895,  3>999  m I894,  and  3,719  in  1893. 


Below  I give  the  cost  of  emptying  each  Ashpit  for  the 
last  five  years  : — 


1896 

1S95 

i894 

^93 

1892 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

1 3t 

1 6 

1 6 

1 6 

1 6J 

During  the  last  five 

years  certificates  have 

been 

given 

out  of  the  ce 

rtifying  of 

1,115  new 

Houses.  I 

give 

below 

the  number  certified  each  year  : — 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

309 

226 

229 

192 

159 

During  the  year  154  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
reported  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district, 
against  158  in  1895.  There  was  an  increase  in  Diphtheria, 
and  a decrease  in  Typhoid  Fever. 

Out  of  the  154  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported,  24 
Patients  were  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital  (none  to 
Withington  Hospital).  All  the  houses  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  were  thoroughly  disinfected.  The  average  cost  of 
each  Patient  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital  was/" 9 13s.  6|d. 

The  following  is  a list  of  infectious  cases  reported 
during  the  last  four  years  > 


22 

1896. 

1895. 

4- 

0 

oc 

1— 1 

!«93 

Diphtheria . 

....  35  ... 

19 

29 

8 

Smallpox  

3 

10 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

....  78  ... 

70 

90 

...  40 

Typhoid  Fever  

....  25  ... 

53 

...  24 

•••  35 

Membraneous  Croup 

1 

4 

I 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

2 

...  4 

Idiarrhcea  

0 

IO 

0 

Erysipelas  

9 

...  13 

10 

T54 

158 

179 

102 

The  number  of  houses  at  which  the  infectious  cases 
occurred  were  121,  as  against  143  in  1895,  166  in  1894, 
and  95  in  1893. 

During  the  year  about  12  tons  of  Disinfectants  have 
been  distributed  in  the  district. 

There  are  84  Registered  Milk  Shops  and  12  Cow- 
keepers  in  the  district.  I have  made  150  visits  to  these 
premises,  and  found  them  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  adopted  for  the  keeping  of  this  class  of  pre- 
mises. 

There  are  3 Registered  Slaughter-houses  in  the  dis- 
trict. I have  kept  the  premises  under  inspection,  along 
with  the  pig-styes,  &c.,  which  are  in  the  district. 

Three  summonses  were  taken  out  against  property- 
owners  for  not  complying  with  the  Council’s  notices  for 
sanitary  defects.  Orders  were  obtained  from  the  magis- 
trate to  compel  the  owners  to  comply  with  the  notices. 
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During  the  year  1,225  Houses  have  been  inspected,  and 
277  notices  have  been  issued  against  the  Owners  or 
Tenants  for  various  Sanitary  Defects  or  Nuisances  found 
in  the  course  of  my  inspections. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  consequence  of  the  Notices  issued  by  me  : — 


House  drains  trapped,  unstopped,  or 

1896 

1895 

1894 

repaired  

240  ... 

205 

...  237 

Ashpits  drained  or  repaired  

*53  ... 

I47 

...  198 

Slopstone  Pipes  repaired  

Yards  and  Cellars  and  Passages 

93  ... 

105 

...  1 1 2 

repaired,  &c 

163  ... 

131 

...  337 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed 

23  ... 

16 

...  13 

Animals  removed 

22  ... 

19 

...  16 

Downspouts  repaired  

47  ••• 

58 

...  59 

Milk  Shops  registered 

18  ... 

44 

...  . 23 

Houses  and  Yards  cleansed  

36  ... 

21 

...  13 

Houses  stripped  

0 ... 

3 

7 

Smoke  Observations  

6 ... 

12 

...  17 

Samples  taken  

3 ... 

J3 

6 

Overcrowding  abated  

13  ... 

5 

11 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation 
and  support  I have  invariably  received  from  the  Members 
of  the  Council  whilst  in  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

And  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  S.  PRESCOTT, 

p Inspector  of  Nuisances 
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School  Attendance  Officer’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

It  again  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  to  you 
another  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  by  this  Com- 
mittee and  its  officers. 

Returns  of  School  Attendance  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Schools  in  the  township,  also  from  several  Schools 
outside  our  jurisdiction  at  which  Gorton  children  are  in 
attendance.  From  these  returns  have  been  selected  the 
names  of  6,509  children  whose  attendance  at  school  was 
not  satisfactory.  The  homes  of  these  children  have  been 
visited,  the  cause  of  absence  obtained,  and  reported  to  the 
head  teacher  of  the  various  schools. 

In  consequence  of  continued  irregularity,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  notice  to  81  parents  respecting  101  children, 
to  appear  before  the  Committee.  These  cases  were  in- 
vestigated by  you  and  disposed  of  as  follows  : — Seventy- 
three  adjourned,  6 ordered  to  be  summoned  before  the 
magistrates,  and  2 children  to  be  sent  to  Industrial 
Schools. 

After  receiving  a caution  from  the  Committee, 4 and 
further  warned  by  myself,  I found  it  necessary  to  report  to 
you  14  Parents  respecting  19  Children.  You  ordered  n 
Parents  to  be  summoned  before  the  Magistrates,  1 Boy  to 
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be  sent  to  Training  Ship,  and  2 boys  out  on  license  from 
Truants’  School  to  have  their  license  revoked  and  taken 
back. 

Seventy-eight  full  time  and  fifteen  half- time  Labour 
Certificates  have  been  granted  to  children  seeking  employ- 
ment. 

Twenty-nine  summonses  have  been  taken  out  against 
parents.  The  magistrates  disposed  of  them  as  follows:” — 


Penalties  Inflicted  23 

Attendance  Orders  2 

Committed  to  Truants’  School 2 

Adjourned  2 
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Respecting  the  two  children  you  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
Industrial,  one  has  been  committed  to  the  training  ship 
“ Formidable,”  the  other  has  been  received  into  the  Work- 
house. 

Shew  Cause  Summonses  have  been  taken  out  against 
eight  parents  who  refused  to  pay  fines  previouslv  imposed. 
Three  paid  before  hearing  in  Court,  and  orders  to  pay 
were  made  against  the  remainder  to  pay  within  a certain 
time  or  go  to  prison. 

A Commitment  has  been  taken  out  against  a parent 
who  refused  to  pay  penalties  and  cost  of  shew  cause.  All 
costs  have  been  recovered. 

The  names  of  thirty-three  children  were  received  for 
Special  Examination  for  Labour  Certificates.  The  result 
was  as  follows  : Twenty-one  passed,  ten  failed,  and  two 
were  absent  at  the  Examination. 
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School  Attendance  for  the  Year  ended  December, 

1896,  COMPARED  WITH  DECEMBER,  1895. 


Name  of  School. 

Number  on  Register. 

Average  Attendance. 

O 

1896 

1895 

In- 

crease. 

1896 

1895 

In- 

crease 

Gorton  National... 

1568 

1498 

70 

1 155 

1063 

92 

St.  Francis 

1080 

1070 

10 

896 

896 

... 

Gorton  Old 

218 

196 

22 

145 

142 

3 

Wesleyans  

283 

251 

32 

213 

170 

43 

Totals 

3149 

3015 

134 

2409 

2271 

138 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  FENNAH. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
School  Attendance  Committee  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Gorton. 


